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The 92nd Annual Congress of The Romanian Orthodox

Episcopate of America is scheduled for September 5-7,

2024, in Dearborn Heights and Southfield (Detroit), MI,

hosted by the Sts. Peter and Paul Parish and St. George
Cathedral.

Cel de-al 92-lea Congres anual al Episcopiei Ortodoxe Roméane din America este
programat in perioada 5-7 Septembrie 2024, in Dearborn Heights si Southfield
(Detroit), MI, gazduit de ciatre Parohia Sf. Ap. Petru si Pavel si Catedrala Sf. Gheorghe.
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Comunicare despre Starea de Sanatate
a Parintelui Arhiepiscop Nathaniel

o (BN, 1) AR , '
Vi pmign |\ e,

Inaltpreasfintitul Parinte Arhiepiscop Nathaniel a fost internat in spital pe 9
Februarie 2024. in urma investigatiilor medicale la care a fost supus, echipa
medicala a luat decizia efectuarii unei operatii pe cord deschis de bypass
coronarian pe data de 15 februarie 2024. Prin harul lui Dumnezeu si
rugiciunile clerului, monahilor si credinciosilor, operatia a decurs bine.
Arhiepiscopul este in curs de reabilitare si este de asteptat sd-si revina in
urmatoarele cateva luni.

Inainte de operatie, Arhiepiscopul Nathaniel a cerut un concediu medical de
la Preafericitul Parinte, Mitropolitul Tihon. Sfantul Sinod al Bisericii Ortodoxe
in America a aprobat cererea de concediu medical a Inaltpreasfintiei Sale,
Arhiepiscopul Nathaniel. Drept urmare, Mitropolitul Tihon I-a numit pe
Preasfintitul Parinte Episcop Andrei ca Administrator al Episcopiei Ortodoxe
Romaéne din America pe durata concediului medical al Parintelui nostru
Arhiepiscop Nathaniel.

in acest timp, pana la intoarcerea Inaltpreasfintiei Sale din concediul medical,
va rugam sa adresati toate solicitdrile administrative si orice probleme care
necesita atentia ierarhului cdtre Administratorul Episcopiei, Preasfintitul
Parinte Episcop Andrei, la adresa de email: chancery@roea.org. Pentru
comunicari confidentiale, puteti contacta direct pe Preasfintitul Parinte Episcop
Andrei (andrei@roea.org / telefon direct birou: 517-885-3398).
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Desigur, puteti trimite mesaje si urari de bine Arhiepiscopului nostru pe
masurd ce se recupereazd, dar la cererea medicilor sdi, dansul nu trebuie
impovarat cu chestiuni administrative in acest timp.

Prin urmare, indemndm clerul, monabhii si credinciosii episcopiei noastre sa-1
aiba pe Inaltpreasfintitul Parinte in rugaciunile lor personale.

Fie ca Domnul nostru lisus Hristos, Medicul sufletelor si al trupurilor
noastre, si reverse peste Inaltpreasfintia Sa harul Sau cel plin de timaduire si
de doctorie.

IR ITRIR ISR IRII

Communication Regarding the Health

of His Eminence Archbishop Nathaniel

His Eminence Archbishop Nathaniel was hospitalized on February 9, 2024.
Following medical diagnostic testing, his medical team decided to perform
open-heart coronary bypass surgery on February 15. By God’s grace and the
prayers of the clergy, monastics and faithful, the surgery went well. The
Archbishop is undergoing rehabilitation and is expected to recuperate over the
next few months.

Prior to the surgery, Archbishop Nathaniel requested a medical leave of
absence from His Beatitude, Metropolitan Tikhon. The Holy Synod of the
Orthodox Church in America approved the request. Metropolitan Tikhon
appointed His Grace, Bishop Andrei, to be Administrator of the Episcopate
during the Archbishop’s leave of absence. During this time, until the
Archbishop returns from his medical leave, we ask you to address all
administrative requests and any issues requiring hierarchal attention to the
Administrator of the Diocese, His Grace Bishop Andrei, at
chancery@roea.org. If there are confidential matters, you may contact Bishop
Andrei directly (andrei@roea.org / direct office phone: 517-885-3398).

Of course, you may send greetings and well wishes to the Archbishop as he
is recovering, but at the request of his physicians, he should not burdened with
administrative matters during this time.

We ask the clergy, monastics and faithful of our diocese to keep His
Eminence in their personal prayers.

May our Lord Jesus Christ, the Physician of our souls and bodies,
bestow healing grace upon His Eminence!

\\, YOO
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Invitaturile Sfintilor Pirinti

Iar dupa lepadarea iutimii si a poftei, cu drept cuvant vine, cum
zice rugdciunea, stipanirea Imparatiei lui Dumnezeu si Tatil, in cei ce
se invrednicesc si spuni dupa desfacerea de acelea: ,,vie Imparatia
Ta”, adica Duhul Sfant. ,,Peste cine, zice, ma voi odihni, daca nu peste
cel bun si smerit, care tremuréd de cuvintele Mele?”. De aici este vadit
ca Imparatia lui Dumnezeu si Tatil este a celor smeriti si blanzi.
[...],,Ci toate si intru toate este Hristos”, care zugraveste in duh
forma imparatiei fara de Inceput prin cele mai presus de fire si de lege.
Aceasta forma, precum s-a aratat mai lnainte, e caracterizata prin
smerenia si blandetea inimii, a caror unire desavarseste pe omul zidit
dupa Hristos. Cici oricine e smerit este desigur si bland, si oricine e
bland este desigur si smerit; smerit, ca unul ce se stie pe sine
avandu-si existenta ca dar; bland ca unul ce intelege intrebuintarea ce
trebuie sa o faca de puterile daruite lui dupa fire, ficandu-le sa
slujeasca ratiunii spre nasterea virtutii si refuzand cu totul sd puna
lucrarea lor la dispozitia simtirii.

De aceea el este cu mintea iIntr-o neintreruptd miscare spre
Dumnezeu, iar cu simtirea rdmane nemiscat, nemaivrand sd simta
nicidecum nimic din cele ce supara cu adevarat trupul si neldsand sa
se Intipareasca in suflet nicio umbra de intristare, ca sa nu se clatine
dispozitia pricinuitoare de bucurie din el. Caci nu socoteste ca o lipsa
de placere durerea cea dupa simtiri. Fiindca el cunoaste o singurd
placere: unirea sufletului cu Cuvantul, a carei lipsa este un chin fara
de sfarsit, care se intinde in chip firesc peste toate veacurile. De aceea,
lasand trupul si toate ale trupului, se duce intins spre convietuirea cu
Dumnezeu, gandindu-se la singura paguba pe care ar putea-o avea,
chiar dacd ar stapani toate bunurile pamantului: nedobandirea
asteptatei Indumnezeiri dupa har. Sa ne curatim deci pe noi Insine de
toatd intindciunea trupului si a duhului, ca sd sfintim numele
dumnezeiesc. lar aceasta o facem stingand pofta, devenitd in chip
necuviincios desfranata din pricina patimilor, si legdnd iutimea,
infuriatd in chip dezordonat de placeri, cu ratiunea, ca sd primim
Imparatia lui Dumnezeu si Tatil, care vine la noi prin blandete.

Sfantul Maxim Marturisitorul,

Scurtd tilcuire a rugdaciunii Tatalui nostru cdtre un iubitor de Hristos,
Filocalia, II, Bucuresti 2005, 305-336.
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Liturghia — o Taina rostita printr-un spectacol

Diacon Nicolae Marinescu
—I-

Liturghia e o taind rostita printr-un spectacol. Ea are structura dialogica a
unei piese de teatru, iar Sfintii Parinti au alcatuit-o in aga fel incdt ea sa spund
ce are de spus. (Bartolomeu Anania - Rotonda Plopilor Aprinsi)

Sfanta Liturghie este, pentru crestinul ortodox, Taina tainelor, jertfa
rascumparatoare a Mantuitorului si expresia suprema a credintei noastre in
Inviere.

La Liturghia Ortodoxa participd toate simturile omului, prin lecturi, cantari,
imagini, arome, coregrafii. Un loc de seama 1l ocupa lecturile biblice vechi si
nou-testamentare, mai ales, psalmii.

Liturghia este nu doar o aducere aminte de evenimente petrecute candva, in
istorie, c¢i o retrdire a lor. Timpul prezent devine contemporan cu istoria.
Hristos Se jertfeste Inca o data, sub ochii nostri, cu fiecare Sfanta Liturghie. lar
aceasta pentru cd, In Liturghie, timpul se suspendd, iar noi devenim
contemporani cu Hristos: ,, [n Biserica slavei Tale stand, in cer ni se pare a fi”.

Mantuitorul a instituit Euharistia prin Cina cea de Taina si ne-a poruncit ca
,,aceasta sa faceti intru pomenirea Mea” (Luca 22, 19). Nu a dat Dumnezeu
spre savarsire slujba aceasta ingerilor, ci oamenilor. Spune o frumoasa
rugdciune, pe care preotul o rosteste in taind la Liturghie: ,, Multumim Tie
pentru Liturghia aceasta, pe care ai binevoit a o primi din mdinile noastre,
desi stau inaintea Ta mii de arhangheli si zeci de mii de ingeri”.

Au existat mai multe liturghii de-a lungul timpului, dar in Biserica Ortodoxa
s-au statornicit acestea trei: a Sfantului Ioan Gura de Aur, a Sfintului Vasile
cel Mare si a Sfantului Grigorie Dialogul, numita si a Darurilor Mai Inainte
Sfintite.

Primele doud sunt cele mai folosite in timpul anului bisericesc si sunt
aproape identice in textele si cantdrile lor. Difera doar prin rugéciunile rostite
de preot in taina. in fapt, Liturghia Sfantului Ioan este o variantd prescurtati a
Liturghiei Sfantului Vasile.

Proscomidia

inainte de binecuvéntarea pentru Liturghie, preotul sivarseste Proscomidia,
care constd 1n pregatirea Cinstitelor Daruri, ce vor deveni ulterior Euharistia,
sau Sfanta impartisanie. Proscomidia, care are loc de obicei in timpul Utreniei,
este o randuiala prin care preotul aseaza, rostind rugéciunile specifice, diverse
particele din prescurile aduse la altar, pe Sfantul Disc, ce are forma unei mici
tipsii cu picior.

Cea mai importanta dintre aceste particele se numeste Sfantul Agnet ( de la
cuvantul latinesc agnus, care inseamna Miel). El este decupat din prima
prescurd, are o formd patratd si are imprimate pe el simbolurile IS, HS, NI,
KA, de la cuvintele grecesti lisus Hristos, Biruitorul. Acest agnet va deveni,
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prin rugaciunile Liturghiei, Trupul Domnului lisus. Alte particele se asaza
alaturi de Sfantul Anget: pentru Maica Domnului, pentru episcopul locului,
cetele sfintilor, ale ingerilor, conducétorii tirii, precum si pentru cei vii si
adormiti din pomelnicele aduse de credinciosi la altar.

Langa Sfantul Disc se afla Sfantul Potir, o cupa cu picior, de obicei din
metal, in care se pune vin si putind apa, simbolizdnd sangele si apa care au curs
din coasta Mantuitorului cand a fost impuns cu sulita pe cruce. Acest vin se va
transforma, prin rugaciunile euharistice, in Sangele Domnului.

Binecuvintarea si Ectenia Mare

Sfanta Liturghie incepe la cuvintele preotului: ,, Binecuvintatd este Impardtia
Tatalui si a Fiului si a Sfantului Duh, acum si pururea §i in vecii vecilor”.
Aceasta formula poartd numele de Binecuvdntarea Mare si se rosteste doar la
slujbele Sfintelor Taine: Liturghia, Botezul, Maslul, Cununia. La celelalte
slujbe (Utrenia, Vecernia, Agheasma, Inmormantarea, etc.) se rosteste
Binecuvanarea Mica: ,, Binecuvdntat este Dumnezeul nostru, acum si pururea
si in vecii vecilor”.

Dupa binecuvantare, urmeaza o serie de cereri, numitd Ectenia Mare. Aceasta
este rostitd de diacon, din mijlocul bisericii, sau, dacd nu este diacon, este
rostitd de preot, din altar. La fiecare cerere, corul raspunde cu ,, Doamne
miluieste”.

La ectenie se pun cereri pentru toate nevoile noastre sufletesti si trupesti. Ne
rugdm pentru pacea a toatd lumea, bundstarea si unirea bisericilor, pentru
episcopul locului, pentru conducerea tarii i armatd, pentru vreme prielnica,
pentru cei ce célatoresc, cei bolnavi sau in inchisori, pentru izbdvirea de toata
mania, primejdia si nevoia. Ectenia se incheie cu o rugiciune cétre Maica
Domnului si cu un indemn de a inchina intreaga noastra viata lui Dumnezeu.

Frumos si demn de luat aminte este indemnul de la inceputul Ecteniei Mari:
,,Cu pace, Domnului sa ne rugam”. Toatd rugiciunea noastrda trebuie sa se
faca in duhul pécii si pentru dobandirea pécii, atat a pacii din noi, cat si a pacii
dintre noi.

Diaconul rosteste ectenia din mijlocul credinciosilor, pentru a-i indemna sa
se roage impreuna cu el, sd fie participanti activi la cererile ecteniei. lar
rugaciunea multora are mare putere la Dumnezeu.

Antifoanele I si II

Antifoanele sunt cantari interpretate la strand/cor, dupa Ecteia Mare, in timp
ce preotul, 1n altar, rosteste in taind cate o rugdciune asociata fiecarei cantari.
Numele de antifon vine de la faptul cé aceste cantari se rosteau alternativ de
strana stanga si cea dreaptd, cum se practica si astdzi In unele manastiri mari
sau catedrale, unde sunt suficienti cantéreti pentru a forma doud grupuri.

Antifonul I este primul verset din Psalmul 102, asa cum il auzim duminica la
Utrenie: ,, Binecuvinteazad, suflete al meu, pe Domnul si toate cele din launtrul

»

meu, numele cel sfant al Lui. Binecuvantat esti, Doamne”.
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Urmeaza apoi o ectenie mica, adicd primele si ultimele doud cereri din

Ectenia Mare (,,lara si iard, cu pace, Domnului sa ne rugam”, , Apard,
mdntuieste, miluieste...”, ,, Pe Preasfanta, curata...”, ,,Pe noi insine si unii pe
altii...”)

Antifonul al II-lea este o anuntare a venirii Mantuitorului lisus Hristos pe
pamant: ,, Unule Nascut, Fiule si Cuvantul lui Dumnezeu, Cel ce esti fara de
moarte §i ai binevoit, pentru mdntuirea noastra a Te intrupa din Sfanta
Nascatoare de Dumnezeu si pururea Fecioara Maria...”. Acest text are o mare
importanta teologica. El spune ca Hristos este Unul Nascut, fard de moarte,
Fiu, iar nu creatie a lui Dumnezeu-Tatal, precum si cd S-a Intrupat de la Duhul
Stant pentru mantuirea oamenilor. Mai spune ca Intruparea Lui a fost reald, nu
aparentd, pentru ca S-a intrupat de la Duhul Sfant si din Fecioara Maria, fiind
om deplin, la fel ca noi, in afara de pacat: ,, Care neschimbat Te-ai intrupat...”.

Luéand trup omenesc, Hristos nu a incetat a fi Fiu al lui Dumnezeu si
persoand a Sfintei Treimi: ,, Unul fiind din Sfanta Treime, impreund marit cu
Tatal si cu Duhul Sfant.”

Antifonul al I1I-lea

In timpul acestei a treia céntiri, de obicei Fericirile sau Apdrdtoare,
Doamnad, preotul citeste, in taina, in altar, rugaciunea asociatd antifonului al 111
-lea, dupd care ia Evanghelia de pe Sfanta Masa, o dd diaconului si ies
impreuna pe usa din stdnga a altarului, pana in mijlocul bisericii. Aceasta iesire
poartd numele de Vohodul mic (in limba slavona, vohod inseamna iesire).
Vohodul mic simbolizeaza iesirea Mantuitorului la propovaduire, la implinirea
varstei de 30 de ani, dupa botezul primit de la Sfantul loan in raul Iordan.

Ajunsi in mijlocul bisericii, slujitorii sarutd Sfanta Evanghelie, iar diaconul,
dupa ce face cei cativa pasi pand la usile Tmparatesti, o naltd In vazul
poporului, zicand cu glas mare:, Infelepciune, drepti !”. Dupa aceasta, toti
slyjitorii intrd, unul cate unul, in altar.

Aceasta inaltare a sfintei carti 1i cheama pe credinciosi sa ia aminte la
lecturile Apostolului si Evangheliei ce vor urma.

Cantarea ,,Sfinte Dumnezeule”

Numita si Imnul Trisaghion, sau L Intreit Sfdnt”, cantarea aceasta este de o
rard frumusete duhovniceasca, teologicd si, nu in ultimul rand, muzicala. Se
canta rar, cu luare-aminte, pentru cd marturiseste credinta noastra intr-Un
Dumnezeu unic in fiintd, dar intreit in persoane: ,,Sfinte Dumnezeule, Sfinte
Tare, Sfinte fara de moarte, miluieste-ne pe noi”. Dogma Sfintei treimi este,
pentru credinciosii ortodocsi, piatra de temelie a credintei.

Apostolul si Evanghelia

Dupa cantarea intreitd, urmeaza citirea Apostolului de catre cantaret. Cartea
cu acest nume cuprinde scurte fragmente din Epistolele Sfantului Apostol
Pavel, precum si din ale sfintilor Petru, loan, Tacov si Tuda. Impirtirea este
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facuta 1n asa fel incat, pentru fiecare zi (nu doar duminicd) din timpului anului,
sd avem cate un text dedicat.

Cand anuntd lectura, preotul cheama la atentie: ,,Sa luam aminte. Pace
tuturor!”. In timp ce cantiretul citeste, intr-un stil usor muzical, textul
apostolului zilei, preotul face cadirea micd, adica doar a altarului si a naosului
(partea dinspre altar a bisericii). Aceastd cadire simbolizeazd mireasma
Duhului Sfant ce se revarsa din sfintele scripturi peste ascultatori, prin lectura
Apostolului. Iesirea aceasta a preotului cu cadelnita se numeste Cadire Mica,
iar mai tarziu, la Imnul Heruvimic, vom avea Cadire Mare, cand preotul merge
cu cadelnita pana in pronaos, adica pana la intrarea in biserica.

Odata lectura Apostolului incheiata, preotul anunta citirea Evangheliei zilei
prin cuvintele: ,, Infelepciune, drepti, sa ascultam Sfinta Evanghelie. Pace
tuturor!”.

Vedem din nou aceeasi chemare la pace, ca si la ectenie, ca si la Apostol si in
alte momente. Aceeasi pace pe care Domnul a dat-o Apostolilor si noud de
multe ori in Evanghelii: ,, Pace voua!”, ,,Pacea Mea o dau voud”. Pacea este
un laitmotiv al Evangheliei si al Liturghiei.

La fel ca si Apostolul, Evanghelia, de obicei Imbricatd intr-o ferecatura
metalicd frumoasd, cuprinde cate un fragment din cele patru Evanghelii ale
Noului Testament (Matei, Marcu, Luca si loan), astfel incdt avem céte un
fragment pentru fiecare zi a anului.

Si aici fac o paranteza: textele Apostolului si Evangheliei ce urmeaza a se citi
in fiecare duminica sunt notate in calendarul ortodox ce se gaseste in fiecare
casa de credincios. Citind, astfel, fiecare pericopa apostolica si evanghelica asa
cum sunt indicate 1n calendar, putem citi intreg Noul Testament in exact un an
de zile.

Lectura Evangheliei este un moment impresionant, care trebuie tratat cu toata
luarea-aminte, pentru ca sunt cuvintele lui Hristos Insusi. Pericopa ce se citeste
va servi mai tirziu ca tema pentru predica. In unele biserici este chiar obiceiul
ca predica sd se tind imediat dupa Evanghelie, cand subiectul este proaspat in
auz, nsa de obicei este lasata la sfarsit, pentru a nu intrerupe cumva ritmul
slujbei.

Ectenia intreita

incepe de la cuvintele: ,,Sd zicem toti din tot sufletul si din tot cugetul nostru
sa zicem”, rostite de diacon din mijlocul bisericii, sub policandru. Ca si la
Ectenia Mare si cea micd, in acest moment se pun o serie de rugiciuni pentru
episcopul locului, stapanirea civila, slujitorii Bisericii, pentru mila, viata, pace,
sanatate, pentru cei ce aduc daruri sau canta in biserica.

Mai mult, in functie de imprejurdri, preotul poate adduga aici rugaciuni
potrivite momentului: pentru copiii care incep scoala, pentru ploaie, pentru
victimele unui razboi recent, etc. La fiecare cerere, corul sau credinciosii
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raspund de trei ori ,, Doamne miluieste”, ca si cum ar starui 1n rugiciunile lor
catre Dumnezeu.

Nici cei raposati nu sunt uitati in rugaciunile Liturghiei. latd de ce, dupa
ectenia intreitd pentru vii, urmeaza una similard pentru cei adormiti. Melodiile
de la aceastd ectenie au o tonalitate minora, care Indeamna la sobrietate si
reculegere. Ne rugadm pentru ,,odihna adormitilor robilor lui Dumnezeu §i
pentru ca sa li se ierte lor toata greseala cea de voie si cea fara de voie”,
precum si ,,ca Domnul Dumnezeu sa aseze sufletele lor unde dreptii se
odihnesc”.

Ectenia celor chemati

Incepe la cuvintele ”Rugati-vd, cei chemati, Domnului”.

Aceasta ectenie este mica in aparentd, cu cereri scurte, dar are radacini adanci
in istorie. Ea dateazd din primele secole crestine, cdnd nu toti cei prezenti la
Liturghie erau si botezati. Aspirantii de atunci la botez, numiti catehumeni,
adulti fiind, aveau voie sa participe doar la prima parte a Liturghiei, si anume
pana la rostirea Crezului. Normele de atunci ale bisericii spuneau cd, cei
nebotezati, nu puteau marturisi simbolul credintei si nu se puteau Impartasi.

Ectenia aceasta li se adresa lor (Rugati-va, cei chemati, Domnului), dar si
celor botezati, pe care 1i Indemna sa se roage pentru candidatii la botez (,, Cei
credinciosi, pentru cei chemati sa ne rugam, ca Domnul sa-i invefe cuvantul
adevarului, sa le descopere Evanghelia dreptatii, si celelalte”).

Dupa aceasta ectenie, cei nebotezati (catehumenii) erau invitati s paraseasca
biserica, prin cuvintele: ,,Cei chemati, iesiti. Cati sunteti chemati, iesiti”. in
zilele noastre, 1nsa, pentru cd botezul ortodox se face din pruncie, cuvintele
acestea nu isi mai gasesc intrebuintare, astfel ca, in multe biserici, ele nu se
mai rostesc. Chiar dacé aici, pe continentul american, poate vin la biserica si
oameni incd nebotezati, indraznesc sa spun cd vremurile s-au schimbat. Pur si
simplu, nu 1i putem da afarad de la slujba. Simpla lor prezentd este o marturisire
a credintei.

Am putea intreba de ce mai rostim atunci ectenia celor chemati? Pentru
frumusetea ei, pe de o parte, dar si pentru ca, intr-un sens duhovnicesc, cu totii
suntem chemati si ne innoim credinta in fiecare zi, si ne invesmantam in
fiecare zi in haine albe, s trdim emotia credintei ca in ziua botezului.

Aici se termind prima parte a Sfintei Liturghii, numitd Liturghia
catehumenilor si incepe cea de-a doua parte, euharistica, numitd Liturghia
credinciosilor.

Dupd o scurta ectenie micd, preotul rosteste: , Ca sub stapdnirea Ta
totdeauna fiind paziti, Tie slava sa inaltam, Tatalui si Fiului si Sfantului Duh,
acum §i pururea §i in vecii vecilor”.

Corul incepe apoi sa cante rar Imnul Heruvimic, sau, simplu, Heruvicul:
,,»Noi, care pe heruvimi cu taina inchipuim §i facatoarei de viata Treimi sfanta
cantare aducem, toata grija cea lumeasca sa o lepadam.”

--- Continuarea in numdarul viitor --
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Episcopate Benefactress

Magdalena E. Predeteanu
*1928-2022 *

Magdalena “Margie” nee Lupu
Predeteanu was born on June 15,
1928, in Terre Haute, Indiana.
After a short time in America, her
parents, like many others of that
era, returned to Romania,
naturally taking their daughter
with them. At the age of 19,
Margie returned to the U.S. In
time, she earned a B.A. and M. A.
from Wayne State University.
She became a certified Travel
Counselor pioneering n

]

Magdalena E. Predeteanu pI‘OVldlng tI'aVel to EaSteI’n
Europe, specializing in travel for

Senior Citizens. She was a licensed insurance and real estate

agent. On May 20, 1966, in Paris, France, Margie married Dr.
Constantin Predeteanu.

Mrs. Predeteanu was a strong Benefactress of the Episcopate.
Although she had no offspring, she was interested in the youth of
the Episcopate. In her will, Margie set aside funds for the
AR.O.Y. and also consideration for support of the summer
camps. Her will indicates her concern for future generations to
know their Orthodox Faith and Romanian history.

Furthermore, she appreciated the work of the women of the
Episcopate and set aside funds for the A.R.F.O.R.A.

Mrs. Predeteanu was an avid Romanian history “buff” and
appreciated that culture and its art forms. She bequeathed funds
for the Episcopate Museum at the Chancery at Vatra and donated
paintings, books and other Romanian artifacts.
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Margie Predeteanu was a long-time member and supporter of St.
George Cathedral, Southfield, Michigan. She was preceded in
death by her husband Dr. Constantin Predeteanu, her beloved
mother, Eugenia Lupu, and other family members. She fell asleep
in the Lord on December 29, 2022, at age 94, and is buried in the
Saint Mary Cemetery, Vatra, next to her husband and mother.

Magdalena Lupu Predeteanu remains an example of Supporter
of the Episcopate, which remains grateful for her consideration
and support. Memory Eternal!

Romanian Christmas Caroling in Toronto

By Diaconeasa Eliza Zamrii

T T i -
e Joﬂnn Nestled among charming century-old

: buildings, Saint John the Compassionate
Mission, along with the adjacent bakery
and Saint Silouan the Athonite Chapel, is
undoubtedly one of the most noteworthy
locations on Broadview Avenue, one of
the major thoroughfares in the metropolis
of Toronto. Situated not far from historic
buildings like the Broadview Hotel and
John Cox’s Cottage, Saint John’s Mission
has its own history and significance in the
neighborhood and is a place where those
seeking physical and spiritual
nourishment, spiritual healing, or the
restoration of dignity and self-respect, are
welcomed daily.

Although familiar to some extent with the work of the mission, to which I
have occasionally offered support available online, 2023 was the first year that
I stepped over its threshold, having the opportunity to see the mission
performing the work that perhaps best defines it: offering nourishment, warmth
and support to those in need. On the morning of December 23, my husband
(Deacon Cristian Alexandru Zamrii) and I walked into the dining hall of Saint
John the Compassionate Mission with a group of twenty-five young carolers
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(high school students and undergraduates) from Saint George Romanian
Orthodox Church in Toronto (where the group was created more than a decade
ago, with the blessing of the parish priest, Father loan Bunea), with the aim of
presenting a short Christmas carol concert for the guests of the mission (for
which we had previously collected food and clothing donations).

We received a warm welcome from Father Nicolaie Atitienei (pastor at the
Chapel of Saint Silouan and spiritual advisor), Brother Luke (coordinator of
the volunteers), and other volunteers and employees of the mission. In the cozy
dining hall — filled with guests warmed not only by the ovens of the adjacent
bakery but especially by the warmth of the hearts gathered in it — our group
started singing beautiful carols from both the Anglo-Saxon and Romanian
traditions. Thanks to the Romanian Orthodox Episcopate of America that
provided us with beautiful translations of some of the Romanian carols, we had
the joy of sharing the Christian message of the Birth of the Lord, so poetically
and authentically expressed in our millennia-old spiritual traditions, beyond the
borders of our community. At the end of our caroling (during which, in a
moving display of unity in faith and beliefs, some of the guests joined their
voices with ours), the hosts, according to unwritten but universal traditions,
gave out, in their turn, sweet treats and dried fruits to the carolers along with
warm smiles and thanks.

The visit to the Mission charged our group with a breath of energy at the
beginning of our spiritual journey to bring the message of the Birth of Christ to
the homes of many parishioners throughout the Toronto metropolis and its

I il

v e
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suburbs. Although our caroling would not take us, as in ages past, on dreary
roads that we had to traverse on foot through endless snowdrifts, we were
greeted in every home, as in previous years, with the greatest warmth and
hospitality, both hosts and carolers expressing their gratitude. “Praise Him long
with our song,” as a well-known Romanian carol goes. By the grace of God,
they had come to spend a new Christmas Eve together in peace, health and joy.

The journey heralding the Birth of the Savior ended at the English Orthodox
Mission in Toronto (the Holy Myrrhbearers — parish priest, Father Geoffrey
Ready) at Trinity College Chapel at the University of Toronto, where, in a
special atmosphere, amplified by the solemnity of late hour and the impressive
Gothic architecture of the chapel with the backdrop of the Orthodox
iconostasis and icons of unearthly beauty, our group sang its repertoire for the
last time that day.

Our mission was not over until the next day, on Christmas Eve, when our
group of carollers, with renewed Christian joy, brought to a close our local
version of the millenary Christmas-heralding traditions by caroling after the
service at our parish, Saint George Romanian Orthodox Church - Toronto.

Christ the Child was born today,

Saving Lord who lights our way,

Praise Him long with our song,
Joy to us belong!
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The 51st annual March for Life in Washington DC
(January 19, 2024).
Cel de-al 51-lea Mars pentru Viata in Washington DC
(19 Ianuarie, 2024).

The ordination of Ilie Gisci into the Holy Diaconate at Protection of the Holy
Virgin Monastery, Lake George, CO (February 2, 2024)

Hirotonia intru Diacon a teologului Ilie Gisci la Méanéstirea Acoperaméntul
Maicii Domnului, Lake George, CO (2 Februarie, 2024)

RUGATI-VA SI LUCRATI PENTRU UNITATE ORTODOXA iN AMERICA DE NORD 15



WINTER 2024

7V ‘Xx1moyq
‘ 144114
BISEIJ0dI]
BJULIdJUO))

ZV ‘X1aoyq
URIJU0))

AB.191D $70¢

Solia The Horald

PRAY AND WORK FOR ORTHODOX UNITY IN NORTH AMERICA

16



The 110th Anniversary and Patronal Feast Day at the Presentation of
Our Lord Parish in Fairlawn, OH (February 3-4, 2024)
Cea de-a 110-a aniversare si Hramul Bisericii Parohiei intimpinarea
Domnului, Fairlawn, OH (3-4 Februarie, 2024)

The installation of Rev. Fr. Ionut Radu as Parish Priest at The Falling
Asleep of the Ever Virgin Mary Parish in Colleyville, TX (January 6-7, 2024)
Instalarea Preacucernicului Parinte Ionut Radu ca preot paroh al Parohiei
Adormirea Maicii Domnului din Colleyville, TX (6-7 Ianuarie, 2023)
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Why does God allow evil?

Archimandrite Cleopa Ilie

When Elder Cleopa was asked, “Why does the Lord allow evil?” he
answered with the following story.

A long time ago in the Egyptian desert, there lived a hermit monk.
Sometimes he would go to Alexandria to sell the baskets he wove. The hermit
would give almost all the money he made on his baskets to the poor, leaving
only enough to buy himself the bare necessities.

One day while walking to the city, he asked himself the question, “Why does
the Lord allow evil in people’s lives if He is Good, Just, and Almighty?” His
mind was disturbed because he had seen so much unhappiness and sorrow
when he was last in the city.

Along the road he met another monk who was also going to Alexandria.
They talked with each other, and he told his new travelling companion about
his anguish. Seeing that the hermit was troubled, the monk comforted him and
told him that the Lord will reveal the truth to him when they arrive at the city,
but he will have to pray ceaselessly and never ask questions, no matter what
happens.

The hermit promised to do as the monk said, and they continued along their
way. They stopped at one home to spend the night. The householders received
them with love and generously fed them. On the table was a beautiful silver
vessel. Before they left to go to sleep, the monk surreptitiously took that vessel
and put it in his rucksack. The hermit wanted to reproach his companion, but
he remembered his promise and said nothing.

In the morning they came to the river. The monk took out the vessel, made
the sign of the cross over it, and put it into the river.

By lunchtime the travellers had arrived at another village. They were invited
to one of the houses for a meal. When they were leaving the house, a dog was
barking in the yard. The monk killed it. Immediately a boy ran out of the house
and started screaming. The hermit’s travelling companion grabbed him by the
right arm, yanked it and broke it, then calmly continued his way. The indignant
hermit wanted to tell him what he thought, but remembering his promise he
again kept silence.

When dusk fell, the monk and the hermit decided to spend the night in a
ramshackle house, which turned out to be inhabited by some children. Their
parents had died and they had no one to take care of them. The travellers spent
the night there, but in the morning before leaving the monk took a firebrand
out of the furnace and burned down the house. And again the hermit was
indignant, but again he could say nothing.

They came to a third village. There they saw a ruined church, but it was still
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possible to go into it and pray. The monk took up a stone and flung it through
the church window, shattering it. Then he took his bemused brother to a tavern.
When he entered, the monk made three prostrations. The hermit by now had
resigned himself to his companion’s strange behavior and just prayed.

On the last night the travellers were invited to spend the night in a house on
the edge of a wood. There lived a young couple who had no children. In the
morning the couple set out to work in the field, and the travellers went on their
way. But suddenly the monk returned and burned down that house as well.

Finally they arrived at Alexandria. The hermit could no longer wait to
understand the essence of what had happened to them on the road. So he asked
his companion, “Tell me after all, who are you?”

“I am an angel,” the other replied.

“You! An angel?!” the hermit scoffed disdainfully. “You are a real devil!
Only a demon could do all those dreadful things you’ve done. Those good
people showed you hospitality and you repaid them all with black ingratitude.
You were a thief, an arsonist, a murderer, and a sacrilegious desecrator. And
you even wear monastic clothing!”

“You are mistaken,” the travelling companion answered. “I really am an
angel. And I was sent to you because the Lord saw your anguish and wanted to
answer the questions that tormented you. I know that you want to know why I
did all those things. I will start from the beginning.

“Why did I steal the vessel? I’ll answer you. Our host’s grandfather stole it
from one monastery church, and because of that sacrilege his family was
punished for three generations with illnesses and other problems. As a sign of
gratitude for their hospitality, I decided to deliver them from this punishment. I
signed the vessel with the sign of the cross and put it into the river. Some
monks will come there to wash their clothes, find it and return it to the
monastery.

“I knew that the dog was already rabid. It would have bitten its owners and
that is why I killed it. And I broke their son’s arm because I could foresee that
when he grows up he would become a robber. But with a bad arm like that you
can’t do much robbing.

“Why did I burn down the children’s house? Those children would soon have
died without any care, and now in the place of their burned house they’ll find
the silver their parents hid, and they can now go to Alexandria to their
grandfather who is a bishop—he’ll take care of them. When they grow up, the
boys will become priests and the girls will marry. I know that you are puzzled
as to why I threw the stone through the church window and made prostrations
in the tavern. I saw that the demons were dancing at the church window and 1
chased them away with that stone. That church will soon be repaired. In the
tavern was a wealthy merchant who had promised the priest that he would pay
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the cost of repairing the church. That is why I bowed to him. And finally,
about the last house. I burned it down in order to save the young couple from
the curse of childlessness. The husband had made a dirty deal and built that
house with the money he got from it. That is why they didn’t have any
children. I saw that he is repenting of his deed and doesn’t know how to get rid
of his house. Now he will build a more modest house but on honestly earned
money. And the Lord will bless them with children.”

Do you understand? God’s mercy for people is shown in everything, but they
don’t see it and can’t understand it. The Lord never commits evil. But people
look at His works as misfortunes and sorrows, while the Lord does these things
only for the sake of good and for their correction. Therefore do not look at the
external side, but try to see God’s all-encompassing justice in everything.

www.orthochristian.com

RIS

Ce e postul? Postim oare in mod corect?

Parintele Kosma
Ce este postul

Cand un crestin ortodox e intrebat ce este de fapt Postul, multi, ignoranti,
raspund: ,,Este cand mancam de post”. Si cam asta-i tot.

Oamenii nu stiu de fapt care este intelesul Postului. Unii chiar zic: ,,A, imi
place cand vine Postul, ca asa am ocazia si slabesc. Nu voi ménca unele
mancdruri, si e o ocazie buna de a slabi”. Si asta-i stupid.

Deoarece Postul nu este randuit ca o ocazie pentru oameni ca sa slabeasca. Si
cand oamenii incearcd asta, de obicei se Ingrasd. Deci nu asta-i ideea Postului.

Bineinteles, in perioada Postului e si o abtinere de la anumite alimente. Dar
nu doar asta reprezintd Postul. Acesta este doar un aspect.

Si cum am zis mai inainte, diavolul chiar poate ajuta o persoana sa posteasca.
De ce? Pentru cd vrea ca acea persoand sa cada in mandrie: ,,lata, tin Postul.”

Céand facem ceva din mandrie, diavolul nu ne deranjeaza. Dar cand facem
ceva din smerenie, atunci el ataca.

De multe ori cand cineva vine si-mi zice: ,,Parinte, postesc si mi se pare
usor” devin foarte ingrijorat. Zic: ,,Ceva nu-i bine”

Dar céand cineva vine si-mi zice: ,incerc si postesc, dar sunt ispitit, Imi vine
sd mananc, cateodata chiar cad, citeodatd nu ma pot abtine...” asta Tmi place
mai mult, deoarece asta inseamna cé acea persoand incearcd sa posteasca sincer
si este atacat.

Dincolo de postul alimentar

Dacé infranarea alimentard este doar o parte a Postului, ce este restul
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Postului?

Unii vor zice: sunt alte slujbe, e adevarat, se fac mai multe metanii, e
adevarat, preotii au alte culori ale vesmintelor, mov sau negru, e adevarat, dar
ce-ar mai fi in plus?

Pai, sa citim — va voi citi fragmente din slujbele Postului Mare, mai ales din
prima saptaména. Acestea sunt scrise de sfinti.

Stiu cd unii dintre voi ascultd slujbele in slavond, sau greaca, sau sarba, dar
de multe ori unii dintre voi nu sunt familiarizati cu acel limbaj si pierdeti
intelesul exact.

Unul dintre imnele din prima sdptamana a Postului Mare zice — sfintii, cum
ziceam, au scris aceste cuvinte:

,,0, suflete ticilos” — sfintii au scris ca si cum ar fi vorbit cu propriul suflet si
cand noi citim, citim ca si cdnd am vorbi cu propriul nostru suflet.

,,0, suflete ticalos, abtine-te de la patimi si astfel te mantuieste, caci abtinerea
de la mancare nu e primita ca post daca nu ne indreptam greselile”.

Abtinerea de la mancaruri, spun Parintii Bisericii, nu e suficient. Dar de
asemenea trebuie sd Incercdm sa ne corectam greselile. Si zice aici: ,,abtine-te
de la patimi si astfel te mantuieste”.

Care sunt patimile

Pai, care sunt patimile? Sa mai citim una:

,,34 tinem un post adevarat inaintea Domnului, sd ne abtinem nu doar de la
mancare, ci de la maniere, de la minciuna, si de la toate celelalte patimi”.

Deci ei, Parintii Bisericii, mentioneaza una dintre patimi: cind ne maniem,
fie ca ne maniem nauntru si nu aratdm — e tot pacat — fie ne maniem i o si
aratam — e pacat. Si mintirea... si de la celelalte patimi.

Sa mai citim una:

,Suflete al meu, opreste-te de la patimile vatamatoare, de la invidie si de la
ura si toatd rautatea”.

Si rautatea aici inseamnd cand 1i vrem cuiva raul, cand dorim sa i se intdmple
ceva rau, din invidie de exemplu — nu ne place acea persoana.

Si zicem 1n inima noastra: ,,As vrea sa pateascd un divort”, ,,Mi-as dori ca
copiii lui s nu reuseasca la scoald”, ,,As vrea sa piardd casa aia frumoasi a
lor”, ,Mi-as dori sa-si distrugd masina”, ,,Mi-as dori s moard” sau orice
rautate ar avea in inima lui, toti ne potrivim cu textul acesta.

De ce I-au scris sfintii? Unii vor zice: l-au scris pentru noi. Nu, sfintii nu l-au
scris pentru noi, ei au scris acestea pentru ca asta au trait ei insisi, ei au trecut
de-adevaratelea prin aceste patimi. Toti oamenii au de-a face cu aceste patimi.

Deci invidia, ura, mania, minciuna...

Deci, doua chestiuni am Invatat pana acum despre Post: abtinerea de la unele
alimente; abtinerea de la patimi, toate cele contrare poruncilor lui Dumnezeu.

RUGATI-VA SI LUCRATI PENTRU UNITATE ORTODOXA iN AMERICA DE NORD 21



Solia The Horald WINTER 2024

Al treilea scop pentru care tinem postul

Sé& mai citim ca sa aflam ce-ar mai fi:

,,Un post curat inseamna oprirea de la pacat, respingerea patimilor, dragostea
pentru Dumnezeu, atentia la rugdciune, lacrimile de pocdintd si fapte de
milostenie pentru saraci.”

Interesant! Acum a mai aparut un lucru.

Primele sunt: patimile, dragostea pentru Dumnezeu, acesta este un alt motiv
pentru care Sfintii Parinti ne-au lasat Postul, si ne ajute a ne apropia de
Dumnezeu, sa ne ajute sd ne rugdm mai mult, sd obtinem lacrimi de pocainta,
caci ce rost are postirea daca nu avem pocainta?

Tinem postul si pentru a ne pocdi si a face milostenie.

Dar mai e un lucru care a aparut la finalul textului: ,,Fapte de milostenie
pentru saraci”.

Va mai citesc inca una:

,In aceasta perioadi a pociintei.”

Cu alte cuvinte, acest ,,post” — ,,post” inseamna pocdinta, totul: infranarea,
lupta impotriva patimilor, tot ce facem are un singur scop: sd ne aduca la
pocainta.

Cand suntem distrasi cu TV, internet, cu copiii, alergitura, banii... Multi
dintre voi nu fac aceste lucruri intr-o oarecare masura, mai putin daca sunt rele,
sunt multe distractii, iar omul nu se poate pocdi. Deoarece pentru a ne pocai
trebuie sd ne concentram atentia.

Distragerile care distrug

Precum o femeie madritatd, de exemplu, care se plange si zice: ,,Sotul meu
nu-si concentreaza atentia asupra mea, simt cd mintea lui nu e deloc la mine,
nu se gandeste la mine, nu simte nimic in legaturd cu mine...”

De ce? Pentru ca sotul e ocupat cu munca sau ceva asemanator. ..

Si la fel cu barbatii care se plang si zic: ,,Sotia mea nu simte nimic deoarece e
prea ocupata cu alte lucruri...”

Distrageri, distrageri, distrageri...

Deci cu asta se ocupa Postul: atentie mai mare, concentrare, prin infranare,
rugéciune, lupta cu patimile pentru a ne aduce la un singur scop: pocdinta.

Si de ce? Fiindca fara pociinta nu este mantuire.

Care au fost primele cuvinte pe care le-a rostit Hristos? ,,Pocditi-va!”

Care au fost ultimele cuvinte rostite de El pe Cruce? ,,Iarta!”

Noi oamenii, fiecare, nu putem obtine imparitia Cerurilor, nu putem fi
salvati dacd nu avem pocainta. Si acesta e scopul Postului.

www.chilieathonita.ro
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Convocation
76™ A.R.F.O.R.A. Congress
June 7-9, 2024

Hosted by: Presentation of Our Lord Orthodox Church
3365 Ridgewood Road, Fairlawn, Ohio 44333

Karen Pascu, Chairman, Diane Kisbac, Co-Chairman
Parish Priest: V. Rev. Father Ian Pac-Urar

In conformity with Article II, Section 2 of the By-Laws, we
hereby convoke the 76th National A.R.F.O.R.A. Congress to
be held on June 7-9, 2024, at Presentation of Our Lord
Orthodox Church, 3365 Ridgewood Road,
Fairlawn, Ohio 44333, Tel: 330-666-8054

Diocesan Hierarch: The Most Reverend Archbishop
NATHANIEL (Popp)

ARFORA National President: Lucy Pop
ARFORA National Secretary: Adela Price

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Friday June 7, 2024

4:00 pm—7:00 pm Early Registration & Reception at
Presentation of Our Lord Church

5:00 pm Executive Board Meeting
Saturday June 8, 2024

8:00 am Delegate Registration and Breakfast

9:30 am Congress Session I
12:00 pm Lunch

1:30 pm Congress Session I

5:00 pm Parastas & Great Vespers

6:30 pm Congress Photograph

7:00 pm Dinner Event
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Sunday June 9, 2024
9:00 am Matins
9:45 am Vesting of Hierarch
10:00 am Hierarchal Liturgy
12:30 pm Congress Banquet & Farewell

Hotel Accommodations

Fairfield Inn & Suites by Marriott Akron/Fairlawn,

208 Springside Drive, Akron, Ohio 44333. Marriott.com/cakam.
Telephone: 330-665-0641.

Reserve by May 23, 2024. (Mention ARFORA Congress Ladies
Group)

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE THROUGH
THE ROMANIAN ORTHODOX EPISCOPATE (ROEA)

All information and some application forms may be accessed via the internet
at: https://www.roea.org/scholarships

THE FLORENCE HELEN SIRB SCHOLARSHIP
FOR PRIEST AND DEACON WIVES AND FEMALE MONASTICS

The Florence Helen Sirb Scholarship has a $100,000 trust from which an
annual scholarship of $5,000 may be awarded to wives of priests and deacons,
and women monastics under the jurisdiction of the Orthodox Church in
America. Preference will be given to applicants of the Romanian Orthodox
Episcopate of America (ROEA). This amount may be awarded to one woman
or divided among several women. DEADLINE: May 31, 2024. More
information and scholarship application requirements are available at: https://
roea.org/florencehelensirbscholarship.

A.R.F.O.R.A. SCHOLARSHIPS

A.R.F.O.RA/MARTHA GAVRILA SCHOLARSHIP FOR WOMEN
The A.R.F.O.R.A./Martha Gavrila Scholarship for Women is offered to
women in post-graduate studies. It was established in memory of Mrs. Martha
Gavrila, long-time president of A.R.F.O.R.A. who worked tirelessly for the
Episcopate and Vatra Roméaneasca. The first scholarship was awarded at the
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1985 A.R.F.O.R.A. Congress held at St. Mary Church in Chicago, Illinois.
The sum of $1,000.00 may be awarded annually to a selected student.
DEADLINE: MAY 10, 2024. Go to https://www.roea.org/arforamarthagavrila
to download the Application Form & Requirements.

A.R.F.O.R.A. UNDERGRADUATE SCHOLARSHIP FOR WOMEN
The A.R.F.O.R.A. Undergraduate Scholarship for Women was offered for
the first time in 1994. A scholarship of $1,000.00 may be awarded annually to
selected students who have successfully completed their first year of an
undergraduate program. DEADLINE: MAY 10, 2024. Go to https://
www.roea.org/arforaundergraduate to download the Application Form &
Requirements.
A.R.F.O.R.A. HELEN MUNTEAN EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIP
FOR WOMEN
The A.R.F.O.R.A. Helen Muntean Education Scholarship for Women is a
scholarship of $1,000.00 that may be awarded annually to women who are
working toward a career in teaching. DEADLINE: MAY 10, 2024. Go to
https://www.roea.org/arforahelenmuntean to download the Application Form
& Requirements.

WM. R. STANITZ / AROY SCHOLARSHIP

In August of 1971, the Constantin J. Stanitz family of Chicago established a
Scholarship Fund in memory of their son, William Robert Stanitz, who met a
tragic death in California. Two undergraduate scholarships of $1,000 each
may be awarded annually. The applicant must be an active AROY member, a
graduate of high school or a college student, or one who intends to enroll in a
school or college of university level. DEADLINE: MAY 31, 2024. Go to
https://www.roea.org/williamrstanitzaroy for application requirements.

DUMITRU GOLEA GOLDY-GEMU SCHOLARSHIP

Offers two undergraduate scholarships of $1,500 each, which may be
awarded annually to undergraduate students of Romanian origin according to
the established requirements and rules. The applicant must have completed
high school or already be enrolled in college. DEADLINE: MAY 31, 2024.
Go to https://www.roea.org/dumitrugoleagoldygemu for requirements and
application forms.

THE PAMFIL AND MARIA BUJEA FAMILY
ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN SEMINARIAN SCHOLARSHIP

The Pamfil and Maria Bujea Seminarian Scholarship is a scholarship given
once only to a male or female Canadian or American Orthodox Christian
citizen studying with the intention of serving, for a given period of time, the
Romanian Orthodox Episcopate of America in Canada. The time to be served
is at the discretion of the ruling hierarch. The number of scholarships awarded
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to qualified students is determined by the committee. The scholarship is given
directly to the School of Theology at the beginning of the recipient’s second
year of continued theological studies. To be considered for the Autumn-
Winter Term, a fully completed application must be postmarked on or
before MAY 31, 2024. Applicants may obtain requirements from https://
www.roea.org/bujeamemorial.

VICTOR POP SCHOLARSHIP

The Victor Pop Scholarship was established in memory of the late Victor
Pop by his family to honor his legacy of hard work and perseverance in life
which resulted in great achievements. The goal of the scholarship is to assist
college students who are committed in their academic pursuits to complete
their studies. It is specifically geared towards Junior and Senior standing
college students or graduate students, who show their commitment and
desire to complete their studies. The Victor Pop Scholarship shall be awarded
annually to one person in the amount of US $1,000.00. For Scholarship
Requirements and Application, visit https://www.roea.org/
victorpopscholarship. DEADLINE: JULY 1, 2024.

PASTORAL CHANGES

ORDINATIONS

CRETU, Deacon Andrei Vladut, was ordained by His Grace, Bishop ANDREI into the Holy
Priesthood on August 27, 2023, at Annunciation Cathedral, Montreal QC, and attached to St.
Nicholas Parish, Montreal QC.

GISCA, llie, was ordained by His Grace, Bishop ANDREI into the Holy Diaconate on February 2,
2024, at Protection of the Mother of God Monastery, Lake George CO, and assigned deacon of St.
Dimitrie the New Parish, Frederick, CO..

ICKES, Spyridon, was ordained by His Grace, Bishop ANDREI into the Holy Diaconate on July
2, 2023, at Sts. Peter & Paul Church, Dearborn Heights, MI, and was attached to Three Hierarchs
Chapel at St. Vladimir’s Orthodox Theological Seminary, Yonkers, NY.

ICKES, Deacon Spyridon, was ordained by His Grace, Bishop ANDREI on behalf of His
Beatitude, Metropolitan TIKHON into the Holy Priesthood on October 8, 2023, at Three Hierarchs
Chapel, Yonkers NY, at St. Vladimir’s Orthodox Theological Seminary. He is attached to Three
Hierarchs Chapel.

ION, Deacon Bogdan Petru, was ordained by His Grace, Bishop ANDREI into the Holy
Priesthood on August 26, 2023, at Annunciation Cathedral, Montreal QC, and attached to Holy
Brancoveanu Martyrs Parish, Lachine QC.

ASSIGNED / ATTACHED / RECEIVED / RELEASED

ALEXE, Rev. Fr. Gabriel C., was released from his duties as Parish Priest of St. Nicholas Parish,
Montreal QC, and assigned Parish Priest of St. Polycarp Parish, Naples FL, effective September 1,
2023.

BUZATELU, Rev. Fr. Marius Gigi, was released from his duties as Parish Priest of Sts. Michael
& Gabriel Parish, Apopka FL, and transferred to the Diocese of the South (OCA), effective May
18, 2023.
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CAUTIS, Rev. Fr. George, was released from his duties at Annunciation Parish, Walker MI, and
was assigned Parish Priest of St. George Cathedral, Southfield MI, effective December 15, 2023.

CIUI, Rev. Fr. Radu, who was Temporary Administrator of St. Nicholas Parish, Troy MI, was
assigned Parish Priest of St. Nicholas Parish, Troy MI, effective September 1, 2023.

MIHALACHE, Rev. Fr. Marin, was attached to Holy Nativity Parish, Chicago IL, effective
January 4, 2024.

MUNTEAN, Protopresbyter Vasile, who is retired, was attached to Descent of the Holy Spirit
Parish, Oregon City OR, effective November 1, 2023.

POPA, V. Rev. Fr. Gabriel Liviu, was released from his duties as Parish Priest of St. Mary
Parish, Colleyville TX, effective August 15, 2023.

RADU, Rev. Fr. Gheorghe Daniel, who was attached to St. Mary Hierarchal Chapel, Jackson MI,
was assigned Parish Priest of Descent of the Holy Spirit Parish, Merrillville IN, effective
December 1, 2023.

RADU, V. Rev. Dr. Ionut, was received from the Romanian Orthodox Diocese Italy and the
Romanian Patriarchate by His Beatitude, Metropolitan Tikhon of the Orthodox Church in America
and subsequently transferred to the Romanian Episcopate effective December 5, 2023. He was
assigned Parish Priest of St. Mary Parish, Colleyville TX, effective January 7, 2024.

SCHMIDT, V. Rev. Fr. John, who is retired, was attached to Descent of the Holy Spirit Parish,
Merrillville IN, effective October 10, 2023.

SUSPENSIONS

LYSAK, Hieromonk Vladimir, was suspended from all priestly functions, effective September
22,2023. The suspension was lifted on December 15, 2023.

SUCIU, V. Rev. Fr. Virgil, was suspended from all priestly functions, effective September 12,
2023.

AWARDS

During the 2023 Spring Session of the Holy Synod, the following clergy received the Synodal
Award of Archpriest: Reverend Fathers Horatiu Cristian Balanean and loan Bogdan.

DEATHS
CLARK, V. Rev. Fr. William, who was retired, fell asleep in the Lord on November 14, 2023.
LUPU, V. Rev. Fr. Michael, who was retired, fell asleep in the Lord on December 5, 2023.

FINANCIAL REPORT

EPISCOPATE SUPPORTERS
M/M Michael Glodich, Cleveland, OH ...........cocoooieieieieeiieeeeeeeeeeeeee e $200.00
Dorothy Aldea, Royal Oak, MI..........ccooooiiiiiiiiiieiiisieieie e $100.00
Silvia Costea, NOTthville, ML ..........ccooeieviiiiieeieeiieeeeeeeteeeeeetee e eneenens $100.00
M/M ANAIe Gib, MESA, AZ ..ottt et ae e eaeenesnnanes $100.00
M/M Victor Dinu, SKOKIE, TL ...o.oouiiiiiiei ittt sneenes $100.00
Daniel Miclau, Naples, FL ...t ssesenns $100.00

GENERAL DONATIONS

Archbishop Nathaniel Popp, Grass Lake, MI.........cccooveiiinnneinneecneece $15,000.00
(Legal Fees Fund)
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St Mary, Dallas, TX ....cccooviiiiiieiiret ettt $4,000.00

(Hierarch’s Travel)

St Dimitrie, Frederick, CO .......ooiiiiiiiiieeieeeeeee et $2,000.00

(Hierarch’s Travel)

St Andrew, Potomac, MD .........c.occooieiiiiiieeieeee ettt $1,500.00

(Hierarch’s Travel)

St Mary, Portland, OR ..........cccooiiiiiiiiiiiiieee e $1,500.00

(Hierarch’s Travel)

St Stephen, Pinellas Park, FL.........cccocoiiiiiiiiieeeee e $1,500.00

(Hierarch’s Travel)

Holy Trinity, Vancouver, BC..........cccooierrrrrrnrirriiceeeeeieie e $1,428.80

(Hierarch’s Travel)

V Rev Fr Liviu Alexandrescu, Montreal, QC..........ccccorveiviecirerieineieeieeereieee e $1,071.60

(Hierarch’s Travel)

St John the Evangelist, Vaughn, ON .........ccccoviriiiiirieireeeeeieieieessss s $711.70

(Hierarch’s Travel)

Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL........cocvovurururiererereieieieieirisisieeeeeeseeie et sssssses $500.00

(Hierarch’s Travel)

Stefan & Elena Mitranca, LewisVille, TX .......ccooooviiiiiiiioieeiecie et $200.00

(Christmas)

Justin Stoian, FOrt Worth, TX .......coviiiieeiieeeieeeeeeeeeeee ettt $200.00

(Christmas)

Rodica Diaconescu, Philadelphia, PA .........ccocovvviriniiieeeeeeeeees e $100.00

(Camp Vatra)

Costache & Aurica Digeratu, Philadelphia, PA........c.cccoooiirrrrneeeeeeess e $100.00

Valentin D Hurgoi, Naples, FL .........ccoooiiiienininiiiiceeeeee ettt $100.00

Madelena Ilcus, Palm Beach Gardens, FL..........cccccooiiieicieicceeeeeeeeeeeeeveee e $100.00

(Christmas)

National AR F.O.RA. ..ottt $100.00

(Bishop Andrei)

M/M Calin Nema, Naples, FL.......ccooiiiiiiiiiiiieieicieieiee et $100.00

(Special Intentions)

Valerie Nutial, Chicago, IL ........ccceeueuiiririeieiiieieieieiieieieie ettt $100.00

(FHO Valerie Nelson)

Valerie Nutial, Chicago, IL ........ccvovrrrieireiririeiriririnisiccseee ettt $100.00

(FHO Nasa Mary Jane Calin)

Valerie Nutial, Chicago, IL ........ccvovrururirieeieieieirisirinicccee et enns $100.00

(FHO Kougias Family)

Valerie Nutial, Chicago, IL ........ccvovrrriririeiririeiriririnisiccceee ettt $100.00

(FHO Archbishop Nathaniel & Bishop Andrei)

Lucian Pop, Farmington Hills, MI..........cccociriiiniiiiiiieieeeeseeeeee e

M/M Nicholas Burz, Royal Oak, MI .. .

M/M Leonard Jones, Philadelphia, PA ...........ccooiiiiiiiieeee e $50.00

(Christmas)

Susan Taylor, Winthrop, MA ..........ccccooveiiirieieeieeieeeeetee e $25.00

Jim Chornawka Family, Yorkton, SK.........ccceoiriiririeieeeeeseeeeee e $20.00
MEMORIAM

Flora DeMintich, Mississauga, ON.........ccccceeerieirieirierieirieiereieeeeeeeeneese st seeseseeneenas $500.00

(IMO John & Mary DeMintich)
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Doina & Alexis Vircol, Wilmette, IL ........c.ocooevieiiviiiiiieeceeeeceeee e $200.00
(IMO Zamfira & Vasile Posteuca)

Emilia Barbu, Oakland, MI...........cc.ccoovviiiiiiiieieeeeeeeeeeteeee et $100.00
(IMO Deceased Family Members)

Valerie Nutial, Chicago, IL ........ccocvorrurueieereieieieirisisisieecee e iesese et $100.00
(IMO Sandra Cotosman)

Valerie Nelson, Chicago, TL.......ccovirruereereieieirieisisiiceseee et ssssns $100.00
(IMO Sandra Cotosman)

Vivian Radu, Philadelphia, PA ..ot $50.00
(IMO Husband George Radu)

Vivian Radu, Philadelphia, PA ........cccocooiiiiiiiiicccec e $50.00

(IMO V Rev Fr Leonte Copacia Jr)
2024 EPISCOPATE ASSESSMENT

St Mary Cathedral, Cleveland, OH ...........ccccoviiiinniiiieccrecceseeece $26,945.00
Sts Peter & Paul, Dearborn Hts, MI..........ccooiiiiiiiiiiieiceceeeeeeeeeeee e $24,395.00
St John the Baptist, Kitchener, ON ..........ccccooviiiinnineiinree e $23,375.00
Holy Cross, HOILyWood, FL .......cccooiiiiiiiiiieieiieieece e $20,060.00
Descent of the Holy Spirit, Warren, MI..........cccooiiinnniiincceec s $17,170.00
St Andrew, Potomac, MDD ..........ccocoeuiveuieeeieeieeeeeeeeteeee e eresere e renens $16,600.00
St Dimitrie, Easton, CT ..... ..$16,065.00
St Mary, Falls Church, VA.......cccocovvvenne ..$15,980.00
Three Hierarchs, Mountlake Terrace, WA ..$13,940.00
Sts Constantine & Helen, Lilburn, GA ...... ..$13,175.00
St Nicholas, Troy, MI........ccccccevvuenee. ..$12,665.00
St Dumitrt, NEW YOIK, NY ..o.oioiiiiiiiieceeeceeceee ettt ettt ene e $10,370.00
Sts Constantine & Helen, Indianapolis, IN.........ccccoviiiinnicinncceccee $10,115.00
Holy Nativity, Chicago, TL........cccevriiirrierereririeieiereretesesesesesse s aene $10,000.00
St George Cathedral, Southfield, MI ..........cccooiriiiiirirnnreeeeeeees s $9,265.00
St Mary, ColleYVIlle, TX .....ooiiireieieieieieieieieesteeeeeeeie ettt sanas $8,500.00
Holy Cross, Alexandria, VA .......c.cccoveirinineeiirieet e $7,990.00
St Athanasius, Aurora, IL...... ....$7,820.00
St Mary, St Paul, MN ..... ....$7,735.00
Holy Trinity, Miramar, FL ....$7,310.00
St JOhN, GIENAALE, AZ ...ttt $7,225.00
St Mary, ANaheim, CA........cccoeueieeieiririririririrtse ettt eseanns $7,055.00
St Mary, EIMNUISt, NY ....c.ooiiiiiiiieieieieieieeieeeee et snes $7,055.00
St Dimitrie, Frederick, CO ..ottt et eeveeeaeeeneeeaeeenneenns $6,800.00
Descent of the Holy Spirit, Elkins Park, PA ........ccccoeoiriiiiineccecceece $6,460.00
St Parascheva, Lachute, QC .........cccoueveveieirieiiiiieeieieieieie et $6,290.00
St Elias, ANjou, QC ......ceueueiririeieieieieieteisisisisisie ettt esensnnns $6,205.00
St Mary, Calgary, AB........cccciueieieieieieieieieieesteeeeee e snes $6,205.00

St John the Baptist, Woonsocket, RI .. ....$6,035.00

St Mary, Portland, OR..... ....$6,035.00
St George, Canton, OH..................... ....$5,950.00
Holy Trinity, New Westminster, BC ..........cccccooiiiiiniriniieeceeeeee e $5,695.00
St George, WInnipeg, MB ........ccucviuiviieieiiiiieeeeeeeie ettt $5,525.00
Descent of the Holy Spirit, Oregon City, OR ........cccocevririininieiirreeeeecee $5,440.00
Descent of the Holy Spirit, Ridgewood, NY ......ccccocviririreiieneeeeeeeceeee e $4,845.00
Holy Cross, HErmitage, PA ..........coouiuiuiueveieieieieieieieeeeeeeeieieaeie e $4,760.00
Sts Michael & Gabriel, Middle Village, NY .....coovoviierreieeinieieieieeeeesseeeesnenns $4,675.00
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St Mary Magdala, Houston, TX ........cccoeiiriiiniccreecrcceeee s $4,590.00
St John of Wallachia, Ridgewood, NJ ........ccccoiininiiniininiieeecreeeeeeeieneae $4,505.00
St Polycarp, Naples, FL........cccoiiiiccncceeec et $4,420.00
St Thomas, St Louis, MO ......c.ccoveieirieieieieiieieiee ettt ssesesseneas $4,250.00
Holy Cross, San JOSE, CA .......cceiiririeieiieieieieeteie ettt be e eees $3,825.00
Holy Trinity, Youngstown, OH ...........ccccrriiirniiiineecreneeicces s $3,655.00

Descent of the Holy Spirit, Merrillville, IN...
Holy Transfiguration, Manchester, CT ...

....$3,570.00
....$3,485.00
...$3,380.00

St Pantelimon, Saint Eustache, QC..... .

St John of Suceava, Manchester, NH............ccccoooiiiiiiioiiiiieeeececeecee e $2,805.00
St Luke, Markham, ON ........ccccoviiririeieeieeerie ettt $2,805.00
St Nicholas, AIHAnce, OH .........c.cooooiiiiiiiiiieieeeteeeteeee ettt e enns $2,805.00
Holy Cross, San Diego, CA .......cccooviiiininiieireeteeie et $2,720.00
St Nicholas, Regina, SK ........cccoeuiiiririiiiiieieeeieteceeee e $2,650.00
St Andrew, McKees ROCKS, PA .........ovoviiieiieeeeeeeeeceeee e $2,550.00
St Elias, SChomberg, ON........cccoviiiriiiiiiiee et $2,465.00
St Elias, EIIW00d City, PA ......ccooiiiieieeee et $2,465.00
Sts Peter & Paul, Quebec City, QC.. ....$2,465.00
Holy Cross, Phoenix, AZ ............. ....$2,210.00
Holy Resurrection, Warren, OH .. ....$2,125.00
St Mary, Chelsea, MA ........c.coooiiiiiiieieetee ettt $2,125.00
Sts Michael & Gabriel, Palm Springs, CA .......cccocooiineiinenieeneeeeereeeseeeeees $2,125.00
St Joseph of Maramures, Hazleton, PA ............ccccoiiiinnniinnccec e $2,040.00
St Joseph of Moldova Mission, St Catherine, QC .........ccocenieereinennineeeneeeenee $1,860.00
St Basil, Raleigh, NC ..ot $1,700.00
St Varlaam Mission, River Glade, NB..........c..coiiiiiiiiiiiceeeeeeeeeeeeveeeve e eae $1,560.00
Holy Ascension, Montreal, QC..........c.ceoiririeeiininiieieiieeeesiseeee et $1,000.00
Annunciation, Grand Rapids, MI (2023) ......ccccvrieirinnieeinieeceeeerese e $880.00

VATRA GENERATIONS

St Mary, EIMurst, NY ....c.cooiiereeererrsrrese ettt enenes $2,000.00
St ANNe, POMONA, CA .....o.ooviiieiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee ettt e $1,437.60
Atty Michael Lawrence, Layton, UT ........coceceiinrieiinniieiecceieceseeeeeas $1,210.00
John & Lisa Habian, Medina, OH..........c..cocoooiiiiiiieeieeeeeeeeeeteeeteeeveeeve e $1,000.00
(IMO David Gligor)

St Stephen the Great, Pinellas Park, FL.........cccccoiiiiiniiiniieeeeeeeeeee $1,000.00
Maria Timmons, Mississauga, ON ..... $1,000.00

St Andrew, Pittsburgh, PA ..........coco....... ...$575.00
Presentation of Our Lord, Fairlawn, OH ... ..$529.22
Riad & Dianne Farah, Sammamish, WA .........c.ccoooiiieiiieeieeeeeeeeeeeeee e $500.00
William B Monroe, Brooklyn, OH ...t $500.00
Psa Lillian Lupu, Calgary, AB .........ccoioiiiiieiiieieieiciieieieie ettt $482.06
(IMO V Rev Fr Michael Lupu)

Rev Fr & Psa Forin Lapustea, San Jose, CA ......coccoovvirieirieiieeieeeeeeeeeie e $391.87
ATIOIYITIOUS ...ttt ettt b et b bbbt s ettt e b sttt s et bebenen $352.00
Nicolae & Simona Herascu, Carmel, CA ........o.oooeiieeieeeeeee e $300.00
Joan Puscas, Grosse Pointe Park, MI............cccocvovveviiiioiieeieeececee e $300.00
Alexandru & Alina Boesteanu, Willow Grove, PA. ...$250.00

M/M Andre Gib, Mesa, AZ................. ...$250.00
Sts Constantine & Helen, Indianapolis, IN...........cccovieirreieeeeeieieeeeese s $230.00

30 PRAY AND WORK FOR ORTHODOX UNITY IN NORTH AMERICA



WINTER 2024 Sobla The Horald

M/M John Opritza, Boardman, OH ...........ccocovrrrnriniiieeeeeieieeeeessseses s $200.00
(IMO David Gligor)
Florence Westerfield, Commerce Twp, MI........ccccoeniiiinniiinncccncceenes $200.00
Alexandru & Maria Constantinescu, Calgary, AB .........ccccovniivnnicinnncccneees $140.92
(IMO V Rev Fr Michael Lupu)
Carmen RAULU .....voviii ettt $124.00
Psa Nicole Mitescu, Pomona, CA ..........ccoovviiiiiiiieeieeeieeeeeeeete ettt e $100.00
(IMO V Rev Fr Michael Lupu)
IMYKE JACODS ...vvverviiiiiiiccsieesesiseeie et es ettt bbb s s s s s s sassssens $100.00
Grigore Marila, Des Plaines, IL .........cooiriiirieiininieiriieeeeeeee e $100.00
Mircea, Adriana & Christian Munte, Livonia, MI ...........cccoovevviviiiiicieeceeeeeeene $100.00
Nick SavIiuk, Calgary, AB........cccccceeieieirieiiiieeseeeesieieiesese ettt sesenes $100.00
Sunita Patel, Dallas, TX .....c.ooiieiereeeeeeieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeesesesese e s ese s esssesensssna $96.95
(IMO David Gligor)
Peter Lee, Huntingdon Valley, PA.........cccoorirrnnricceeee e $96.64
George & Nadia Codrea, Calgary, AB .........ccccoviiiininniieincteeeeee e $70.46
(IMO V Rev Fr Michael Lupu)
Dennis & Anne Lipon, Turner Valley, AB.........cococvviririiieereireeeieeeesesesese s $70.46
(IMO V Rev Fr Michael Lupu)
Elena Croker, Fairlawn, N .........cococooiiioieiieeeceeeeeeeeeeee et senenens $50.50
Bogdan Capatina-Rata.............cocovieeruruiieieieieieeieisiieeeeessis et $50.00
Richard C Grabowski, JACKSON, M ..........cccooviiiiiiiieiieeieeeteeeteeete e $50.00
(IMO V Rev Fr Bill Clark)
Richard C Grabowski, JACKSON, M ..........cccooiiiiiiiiiiiieeeteecteeeteeete e $50.00
(IMO V Rev Fr Michael Lupu)
M/M Michael Preda, Georgetown, TX ........ccccceverirerieinieirieieenieceiete e $50.00
(IMO V Rev Fr Michael Lupu)
Simeon Stefan, RidZEWO00d, NY ...c.coiiiriiieieiirieiieieiseiesse et ssssese st ssssssns $50.00
Mirela Siminiceanu ...................... $25.00
M/M Ed Waterhouse, Akron, OH.... .. $25.00
Mihaela Bennett, MUNCIE, IN........ccoocviiiiiiiiiiiiiiceieeeeeeeee ettt enens $20.00
(IMO V Rev Fr Michael Lupu)
Thrisia Pana, Re@ina, SK ........ccccooiririiiiiiieieieieieee ettt $20.00
(IMO V Rev Fr Michael Lupu)
ANONLYITIOUS ...ttt sttt s e s et es e s eseseseseseseseseses st s sasasnsssasanns $14.10
(IMO V Rev Fr Michael Lupu)

ALASKA DIOCESE APPEAL
St Luke, Markham, ON .........c.ccooiiiiieiiereeeeeieeeeceee ettt evess et eee e seneenens $500.00
St John, RidZeW00d, NJ .......ciiiiiieiiiieieieieeteeee ettt $306.00
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Goal:
$700,000

Vatra
Generations

@ GENERATIILE WETREI

The Romarian Orthodox Episcopaleof Anarica
Episcoia Ortodond Romdnd d Amarica

~

$609,862.92

Collected as of
February 29,

2024

3= =

The Vatra Generations Project continues!
Thank you for your support!
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